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SUBJECT: TRINIDAD HERRERA CASE - PRESS GUIDANCE 
REF: STATE 107416 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF PORTIONS OF MAY 13 NOON 
BRIEFING DRAT. TNG WITH HERRERA CASE: 

QUOTE QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE RELEASE OF 
MRS. HERRERA? 

ANSWER: YES, I DO. WE'VE BEEN INFORMED BY OUR EMBASSY IN 
MANILA THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS ORDERED THE RELEASE OF 
MRS. HERRERA. I THINK WE TALKED ABOUT HER CASE BRIEFLY 
YESTERDAY. 

QUOTE WE ARE PLEASED THAT SHE IS BEING RELEASED AND THAT 
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THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HER DETENTION 
IS CONTINUING. 

QUESTION: GETTING BACK TO THE LADY IN THE PHILIPPINES - 
ANSWER: YES. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


QUESTION: - HOW DID WE FIND OUT THAT SHE WAS BEING 
RELEASED? DID THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT INFORM US OR 
WHAT? 

ANSWER: I DON'T KNOW HOW THE FIRST REPORT OF - EXCUSE 
ME: OF HER BEING RELEASED? 

QUESTION: YES. 

ANSWER: I DON'T KNOW HOW WE FOUND OUT ABOUT IT. 

QUESTION: WELL - 

ANSWER: ALL I HAVE IS THAT THE EMBASSY TOLD THE DEPART- 
MENT. WHETHER THEY LEARNED THAT FROM HER FAMILY OR 
FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES, I DON'T KNOW. 

QUESTION: WELL, DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THE EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST IN HER CASE AND CONCERN HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH 
HER BEING RELEASED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS? 

ANSWER: ON BACKGROUND, I WOULD SUSPECT THAT IT DID. END 
BACKGROUND. I DO KNOW THAT WE WERE INVITED TO VISIT 
MRS. HERRERA IN THE REHABILITATION CENTER BY THE PHILIP- 
PINE GOVERNMENT AND I DID NOT HAVE THAT FACT IN MY 
POSSESSION YESTERDAY WHEN WE TALKED ABOUT THIS. 

QUESTION: INVITED BY - ? 
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ANSWER: THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT, TO COME SEE HER. 

QUESTION: THE INVITATION COMING AFTER OUR EXPRESSION OF 
CONCERN ABOUT HER CASE? 

ANSWER: I DON'T KNOW THE TIME SEQUENCE ON IT, BUT I DO 
KNOW THAT WE WERE INVITED TO COME TO THE REHABILITATION 
CENTER. 

QUESTION: WHEN YOU SAID YESTERDAY THE CHARGE AT A HIGH 
LEVEL HAD EXPRESSED AMERICAN CONCERN OR INTEREST IN THIS 
CASE. THE INVITATION FOLLOWED THAT EXPRESSION, THAT 
AMERICAN INITIATIVE, DID IT? 

ANSWER: HENRY, I'M NOT SURE WHAT THE TIME SEQUENCE WAS, 
BUT I DO KNOW THE INVITATION TO GO TO THE CENTER WAS 
EXTENDED BY THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT. I'M SORRY I CAN'T 
GIVE YOU THE TIME SEQUENCE. I SIMPLY DON'T KNOW. 
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QUESTION: YOU ALSO SAID YESTERDAY THAT TWO MEMBERS OF 
THE EMBASSY HAD SEEN HER AT THIS BICUT AN - OR WHATEVER 
THE NAME IS? 

ANSWER: RIGHT. 

QUESTION: HOW SOON AFTER THEY WERE THERE DID THE GOVERN- 
MENT ANNOUNCE THAT SHE WAS BEING RELEASED? 

ANSWER: I DON'T KNOW. I DON'T HAVE THE TIME SEQUENCE ON 
IT. 

QUESTION: YOU SAY HERE THAT WE'RE PLEASED THAT THE 
INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING. CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE INVESTIGATION? 

ANSWER: I CAN'T. I DON'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THAT. 

I CAN'T GIVE YOU ANYTHING ON IT. 
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QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE NEWS ABOUT THIS CASE YOU 
CAN GIVE US? 

ANSWER: NO, I DON'T. THAT'S THE SUM TOTAL OF IT. END 
QUOTE. 

2. WASHINGTON STAR MAY 13 CARRIES HENRY BRADSHER STORY 
UNDER TITLE "U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS EFFORTS BEAR FRUIT IN 
PHILIPPINES", WHICH ADVANCES THESIS THAT USG ACTION IN 
HERRERA CASE SHOWS "UNUSUAL NATURE" OF U.S.-PHILIPPINE 
RELATIONS. PHILIPPINE SENSITIVITY TO U.S. OPINION CON- 
TRASTED WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH "RESIST" EXPRESSIONS 
OF U.S. CONCERN ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. TEXT BEING CARRIED 
ON WIRELESS FILE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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